
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1813.1 On the present manner of Performing Latin Plays. S 



throne of cloods o'er half the world;" 
but to my great astonishment, I 
was informed, that the picture was 
iotended lo represent the Deity 
dividing light from dailfness; how- 
ever iine the painting may be. I 
cannot but think it impious fur man 
to attempt to form the Deity after his 
own image. I left Down-hill, without 
sufiering myself to feel strong admi- 
ration, either of the magnificence of 
the building, the richness of the fur- 
niture, or the variety of costly paint- 
ings. 

Leaving Down hill, we passed the 
rocks of Magilligan^ which are truly 
grand and sublime. The sea dash- 
ing with great force on the level 
strand, the distant view of Inishowen- 
point, partly obscured by a fog, and 
the high rocks in. the back-ground, 
formed a fine scene. 

JFrom Magilligan to Derry, by 
Newtownlimavady. the country is 
pretty, and well cultivated, but the 
grand and romantic scale, on, which 
the ocean scenery and the tnoun- 
tains are exhibited along the coast, 
was too fresh in my recollection, to 
permit me to admire cultivated lands, 
and scenes which were more in- 
liehted to art thati nature. The 
rivers Foyle and Bann appeared too 
placid and insignificant, in compa- 
rison with the ocean 

Derry looks very pretty at a dis- 
tance; the banks of the river Foyle are 
adorned with planting and neat 
houses ; the long wooden bridge 
adds very much to the ornament of 
the town. The wall, which former- 
ly surrovinded the whole of the town, 
is in good repair,, and is a very plea- 
sant walk ; the town now extends 
far beyond the wall. I was very 
much ple;ased with the neatness and 
excellent arrangement of an haspital 
near Deny ; very great attention 
appears to have been paid in biiild- 
ing the house to secure the best mode 
of veutiiatiou ; the rooms were very 



clean and airy, and the sick and in- 
firm appeared very comfortable. 

There is also a large school-house 
near Deiry, which will contain a 
large number of scholars. Th< 
school had not been opened, but 
I viewed the house with much plea- 
sure, as I always rejoice to see at- 
tention paid to the education uf the 
poor. Ericena. 

To the Proprietors of the Belfait Magasute. 

ALETFER in th« Alfred of the 
3d of December, 1812. became 
the subject o( conversation lately, 
when \ was present. The discus- 
sion was interesting to me ; and I 
thought it not improbable, that it 
might appear equally so to you. On 
referring to the letter above men- 
tioned, you will see mention made 
of a Latin play performed by the 
students of Westminster school. 

. My imagination was forcibly struck 
by the idea of a clai?sical play, per- 
formed under the eye of the learned 
master of the school. I could not 
refrain from express' ng myself with 
some warmth of admiration in the 
enthusiasm of the moment. I figur- 
ed to myself the various advantages 
that 1 conceived must result from ? 
classical play, classically presented. 
1 have often myself experienced the 
diiBculties in cla.ssical authors, oc- 
casioned by terms of art, music,dress, 
&c. ; and concluding as a matter of 
course, thul the illustration of all 
these things, as far as can wyio be 
done, and as far as the play required 
dtid admitted it, was the leading ob- 
ject of the ref>ri;sentation, I express- 
ed much regret, tliat I could not pro- 
mise myself the pleasure of even 
enjoying so delightful a mental re- 
past. 

There are many things, which, in 
the course of a classical education, 
are difficult to boys ; some utterly 
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uninteDfgible, on account of the ob- 
scurity attendant on a djere *erbal 
description. Suth are the tibiae 
pares, and ittfpares, et|nal and uti- 
qlial flutesi the tibiae d^extrSe, and 
siHistree, right and left hand flutes, 
wtiich vwrei used irt the jEunuchus, 
thfe pefsoaaB or masks, the bobcula 
of chfeek 4Jiiect of the heliriel, lately 
brought iflto use among our troops, 
the chlamys, peplnmi aplustre, &c. 
"Verbal ciescriptions can scarcely 
ever convey aclear, definite idea of 
these things. Engravings, with short 
ekpFanai'ionii annexed, or figures, 
dressed up sfter the nutnerous re- 
nlsiins of ancient sculpture, painting, 
and etigriving, with which the nin 
seudis in' Ehglaiid abound, would be 
pferffeCtiy plain, and occasion Iitli6 
laib'our to th6 student. 

Thesfe reflections had fVequently 
occurred to Use ; and it will nOt 
be' wondered -at, 1 am sure, that on 
reading of the represerititit>n of Te- 
rence's Eunuch, by the Westminster 
scholiirs, they should pass rapidly 
through my mind, and tha,t I should 
sigh for an opportunity of seeing 
Athenian dresses, as we may sup- 
pose them to have been exhibited on 
the ROnian stkge. 

After I had expressed myself 
t(>^th!s effect pretty fully; an elderiy 
gentleraafl in company, addressing 
himself to me, « Well, sir," said he, 
'• I aril not surprised at the^ earnest- 
ness with wliich you- express yOur^ 
self. If all you imagine to yourself 
was really represented, you migfit 
justly look for' instruction, and re- 
gfel Hot having been present at 
so instructive an exhibition ; but 
perhaps after you hear, what I ohce 
saw there, you will not feel so much 
regret. 

" Somfe yeSrs ago I was in Lon- 
don, and happened to obtain a ticket 
of admission to a performance of the 
sahie kind, at Westrftinsier school. 
I aib uot sure that it was not this 



very play. I fcnow^ it Was one of 
Terence's. The time before the ris- 
ing of the curtain seemed tedious 
to my inipai jence : but time did go 
on, and at length the curiam rose. 
By the bye, classically, it should 
hate bieti let doui/i. As my mind, 
Vtke yOurs now, bad been qiiite 
prepossessed with ihe notion that 
the characters were to be ia 
classical costmrie, you may guess 
my surprise and disappointment, 
when the gentlemen actors, stalked 
forward in honest i'amiliar coats, 
waistcoatSj and breechesi &c. of the 
fashion of A.D-. 1704. One gentle- 
raanj seemingly determined to out- 
db'his companions, sported a dashing 
three cocked huti—^h fact, 1 aSsure 
youi From the beginning to the end 
of the perforniaBce, there was not 
the appearance of an atten>pt to pre- 
sent any thing classical, but the ian» 
guage. 

'* Httd the lads been left to them- 
selves, it might have been; alleged in 
their defence, that they were young 
an^d inexperfenced ; and the etour- 
derie was only such as might be ex- 
pected. I can assure you, they 
were old enough to have known bet- 
ter ;^and at all eveiits, I would ask, 
vvith submission, what was the learns 
'ed Dr. --■-■■ — about, and how were 
bis assistants engagtd ? VVell, thought 
I, after my feeling »f disappoini- 
raJtiit had subsided a little, 1 am glad 
this did not happen in Ireland. 
A- three cocked hat, coat, breeche.-f, 
shoesj and stockings, on an Athe- 
nian beau ! ! ! JBiit this was in En. 
gland, where tio blwiders are ever 
committed, and at IVestmiiuter school 
too, where, toe- are told, the scholars 
in the' inferior classes are able to in- 
ittuct our Irish instruct07;i ! ! ! 

"1 cannotsay, whether any ohan>.;e 
iff this respect has been made since 
l-was a spectator ; but 1 can reollect 
perfectly well, that at the time, all 
passed oiF with' applause, and with- 
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put any commenti that I know of, 
iay own silent one excepted " 

After such a descriiHion, I had 
very little wwh to siee Terence ira- 
Tesiicd ; and^l biitst confess^ I felt 
soiite satisfac^tiori in thinking that 
there ?ire $om^ fools in the world, 
beside We Hirisb ! 

Phil Opheumy. 

Wateiford, December 8th, 1812. 



2> tit Pnfritfert if the Btlfait Ma^aamt' 

Gentlemen, 
A the iJeifast Magaaine is the 
-*^ first, if not the only publica- 
tion from which we have beard an 
opinion on the subject of the Bible 
societies, the theme at present of so 
inu( h unqualiBed eulogy, I make 
choice of. thiK portion of the press, 
to imbmit to public view, and public 
discussion, the resuK of my own re- 
fluctiofis on that subject. To write 
in favour of a mere opinion, how- 
ever just, provided. this opinion re- 
spect, not religion, is, in my mind, 
comparatively unimportant. To write 
with a view of some good being done, 
it, 1 think, a laudable exercise of 
talent ; an end worthy of a social, 
intelligent being. With this latter 
viewj as i humbly conceive, and not 
from a desire of appearing singular, 
I am ted to the consideration of a 
subject, open hitherto, as I must 
say, for public discussion. 

Having acted some, as well as 
felt, (or the cause of a community, 
whose religions creed bad been long 
the subject of much slander and un- 
merited reproach,* who have been 
railed against as an aggregate of 
knaves and fools; of dupes and de- 
ceivers; whose (^trines in particu- 
lar, on reading the Scriptures, (be- 

• The reader i> referred to the Por- 
traiture of Cattoliqim, by Nightingale. 



cause they bid men not pretend t* 
interpret what they do not under- 
stand,} have exposed them to so 
much obloquy, I was indeed no less 
surprised than gratified, on hearing 
the liberil snggestion in their favour, 
contained in a laite number of the 
Magazine, and offered for the at^op* 
tion of the Bible societies. You de» 
precated the. exclusive principle in 
this institution ; and to give its in- 
fluence a more liberal and extended 
irange, you proposed the printing 
and circulating copies of the Dow ay 
translatidn, for the benefit of Catho- 
lic piirchasers. The idea, I aftei^ 
^ardii found, was' not confined to 
the oiBce of the Magazine. It hac 
many advocates among the Protes- 
tants ; and an overture to the sama 
effect was made, I have been told, 
at a late meetitig of a Branch of the 
society, in the town of Dromore. 
The result, indeed, was a failure]; 
and it is to invite vour attention to 
the cause of this failure, that lad- 
dress you at present. 

It seems, theii, the proposal mat 
ttot even enttrtdined ! because, ia 
Cork, a similar negociation between 
the Protestant and Catholic clergy 
there, had proved fruitless, in con- 
sequence of the latter refosuig t* 
have the notes to the Doway versios 
sitppressed, in the edition to be cir- 
culated by the society : "to diffusa 
the Scriptures without note or com- 
ment, being a fundamental rule of the 
Bible institutions, from which they 
could not depart." 

Here, then, is the point of differ- 
ence, on which 1 shall take leave 
biie6y to ofier an opinioB, with the 
same freedom, as if the contrary one 
were* not so generally acted up to, 
as I regret it has been. The mere 
expressed opinion of any one cannot, 
in this inqirisitive age, command ab- 
sent. A conWusive argument rest* 
on its own merits, and should lose 
nothing of its force from the oircuut- 



